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Moore-Willson: Music of the Seminole Indians

MUSIC OF THE SEMINOLES

In her address to the last annual meeting of the
Historical Society, published in the July number of
the QUARTERLY, Mrs. Minnie Moore-Willson told of
the music of the Seminoles, and mention was made
there of the song and the other melodies which appear on the, following pages.
In 1916 Professor Albert Gale, a musician who
has recorded the traditional music of many Indian
tribes, visited Florida. Through years of friendship
and mutual respect and trust Mrs. Willson has gained
the full confidence of the Seminoles, and through her
influence Professor Gale was received in an Everglade
encampment and given full opportunity to record their
music, assisted by the leader of the Green Corn Dance.
She says “The Indians took the greatest interest and
made every effort to have the record perfect-repeating the songs until they were satisfied with the rendition.” She adds “So far as it has been possible to
learn, this is the first Seminole music to be recorded.
I would call it the Indians’natural music. They say
‘White man’s music talk too much’.”
A paragraph from her address mentioned above is
of especial interest“Music is not a genius with the Seminoles. Their
songs are monotone and rythmical, and to be complete
they need the aboriginal setting. Their tunes are full
of a wild, weird melody that harmonizes with the forest and the wigwams and the shadowy flicker of the
camp-fire. The songs are centuries old, and the Seminole does not seem to improvise nor add tunes to his
ancient folio, but adheres to those of his father.”
Mrs. Willson also gives an account there of John
Jumper’s hymn, from the Oklahoma Seminoles.
The thanks of the editors and of the Society are due
Professor Gale and Mrs. Willson; for beyond its present
interest, the recording of this music and its preservation is of much value to the history of the Seminoles.
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